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Vancity Director Professional Development 
May 2025 – May 2026 

Director Professional Development for 2025-26 Board Year 

Ongoing professional development enables Board of Directors (“Directors”) to have current and relevant knowledge of the markets and businesses 
Vancouver City Savings Credit Union (“Vancity”) serves, and to stay apprised of emerging governance issues and requirements. Directors’ professional 
development is reported following the close of each Board year (AGM to AGM). 

 

Director Activities 
Rita Parikh (she/her) 
Board Chair 

Director Parikh completed and participated in multiple internal and external training opportunities from May 2025 to 
May 2026, which included the following: 
• Internal Board/Committee sessions relating to responsibilities of Board Directors, such as Liquidity Risk 

Management, Asset Liability Management, External Fraud Risk, Unconscious Bias, and Anti-Money Laundering. 
• Attended the following conferences and seminars:  

o 2025 World Credit Union Conference; 
o VIEA-State of the Island Economic Summit; 
o The Walrus Talks Philanthropy in a Changing Canada; 
o BCFSA Financial Services Sector Forum; 
o 2026 GABV Annual Meeting; and, 
o 2026 CCUA National Conference. 

• Completed the following external education program: Graduate Certificate in Executive Coaching from Royal 
Roads University. 
 

Christie Stephenson (she/her) 
Board Vice Chair 

Director Stephenson completed and participated in multiple internal and external training opportunities from May 
2025 to May 2026, which included the following: 
• Internal Board/Committee sessions relating to responsibilities of Board Directors, such as Liquidity Risk 

Management, Asset Liability Management, External Fraud Risk, and Anti-Money Laundering. 
• Attended the following conferences and seminars: 

o BCFSA Financial Services Sector Forum. 
• Completed the following external education program: Master of Trust Management Standards. 
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May 2025 – May 2026 

Director Activities 
Bill Chan (he/him) 
Governance Committee Chair 

Director Chan completed and participated in multiple internal and external training opportunities from May 2025 to 
May 2026, which included the following: 
• Internal Board/Committee sessions relating to responsibilities of Board Directors, such as Liquidity Risk 

Management, Asset Liability Management, External Fraud Risk, and Anti-Money Laundering. 
• Attended the following conferences and seminars: 

o Financial Executive International (Canada) conference; 
o BCFSA Financial Services Sector Forum; 
o Economic Outlook Forum 2026; 
o Board Perspectives on Adding Value in M&A; 
o Central 1 Momentum 2026. 

• Completed the following external educational courses:  
o Institute of Corporate Directors (“ICD”)’s National Director Conference – Future Tense: The Agile Board; 

and,  
o ICD’s Effective Board Oversight of AI: Perspectives from Directors, CIO, and Founder of AI Solution 

Builder. 
Kristen Rivers (she/her) 
Equity and People Committee Chair 

Director Rivers completed and participated in multiple internal and external training opportunities from May 2025 to 
May 2026, which included the following: 
• Internal Board/Committee sessions relating to responsibilities of Board Directors, such as Liquidity Risk 

Management, Asset Liability Management, External Fraud Risk, and Anti-Money Laundering. 
• Attended the following conference: 

o 2026 GABV Annual Meeting. 

Joel DeYoung (he/him) 
Nominations and Elections Committee 
Chair 

Director DeYoung completed and participated in multiple internal and external training opportunities from May 2025 
to May 2026, which included the following: 
• Internal Board/Committee sessions relating to responsibilities of Board Directors, such as Liquidity Risk 

Management, Asset Liability Management, External Fraud Risk, Unconscious Bias, and Anti-Money Laundering. 
• Completed the following external educational courses: 

o ICD’s “Chairing Boards” Course. 
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Director Activities 
Juvarya Veltkamp (she/her) 
Risk Committee Chair 

Director Veltkamp completed and participated in multiple internal and external training opportunities from May 2025 
to May 2026, which included the following: 
• Internal Board/Committee sessions relating to responsibilities of Board Directors, such as Liquidity Risk 

Management, Asset Liability Management, External Fraud Risk, and Anti-Money Laundering  
• Attended the following conferences and seminars: 

o Transition Finance Design Lab Investing in Canada's Transition: Unlocking Opportunity in a Competitive, 
Low-Carbon Future; 

o Social Finance Forum 2025: Investing in Our Future; 
o BCFSA Financial Services Sector Forum; 
o Blended Finance Summit: Elevating Approaches to Catalytic Capital; and, 
o 2026 CCUA National Conference. 

• Completed the following external educational courses: 
o Spring Impact Society’s Foundations in Blended Finances course; and, 
o ICD’s “Scenario Planning & Stress Testing in Today's World” course.   

Lynn Weaver (she/her) 
Advisory Committee Chair 

Director Weaver completed and participated in multiple internal and external training opportunities from May 2025 
to May 2026, which included the following: 
•  Internal Board/Committee sessions relating to responsibilities of Board Directors, such as Liquidity Risk 

Management, Asset Liability Management, External Fraud Risk, and Anti-Money Laundering 
• Attended the following conferences and seminars: 

o Victoria Forum; 
o VIEA-State of the Island Economic Summit; and, 
o 2026 CCUA National Conference. 

Opreet Kang (she/her) 
Technology Committee Chair 

Director Kang completed and participated in multiple internal and external training opportunities from May 2025 to 
May 2026, which included the following: 
• Internal Board/Committee sessions relating to responsibilities of Board Directors, such as Liquidity Risk 

Management, Asset Liability Management, External Fraud Risk, and Anti-Money Laundering  
• Attended the following conferences and seminars: 

o Cooperative Finance for Integration and the 2030 Agenda; 
o  Central 1 Momentum 2025 Conference; and, 
o Annual Friends of PCIS. 

• Completed the ICD-Rotman Directors Education Program. 



 

Page 4 of 4 
 

Vancity Director Professional Development 
May 2025 – May 2026 

Director Activities 
Heather O’Hara (she/her) 
Audit Committee Chair 

Director O’Hara completed and participated in multiple internal and external training opportunities from May 2025 
to May 2026, which included the following: 
• Internal Board/Committee sessions relating to responsibilities of Board Directors, such as Liquidity Risk 

Management, Asset Liability Management, External Fraud Risk, and Anti-Money Laundering  
• Attended following conferences and seminars: 

o Inclusive Growth Summit; and, 
o Economic Outlook Forum 2026;  

• Completed the ICD-Rotman Directors Education Program. 

 

 

 


